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FACTORY 
FACTS!

The way it REALLY was...
Text & Original Material by: ALAN KAPLAN

PART A 1963 CORVETTE WITH FUEL INJECTION COLD 
STARTING PROCEDURE - CHEVROLET SERVICE NEWS - 

VOLUME 35 - JUNE 1963 - NUMBER 6

Fuel Injection was first offered as a factory option for the 1957 Corvette
model year.  1957 saw the widest range of fuel injection choices by option
numbers 579A, 579B, 579C and 579E.  Then model years 1958, 1959,
1960 and 1961 offered only two choices each.  Starting with the 1962
model year and lasting through the last year of “Ram-Jet” fuel injection in
1965, one choice was offered for each year.  1962 and 1963 fuel injection
was at 360 H.P.  For 1964 and 1965 Corvette model years, the fuel injec-
tion option RPO L-84 was at 375 H.P.  If you are one of the lucky owners
of a 1963 F.I. Corvette, please note the starting information in this issue of
Chevrolet Service News as the information in the original owners manual
for 1963 is INCORRECT!!
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PART B 1965-1966 CORVETTE WITH R.P.O. M-35 POWERGLIDE
AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSIONS - CHEVROLET ENGINEERING

BULLETIN T.N. #8 - AUGUST 5, 1965

1965 Corvette production ended early in August 1965.  All 2,021 Corvettes
in 1965 production with RPO M-35 Powerglide automatic transmissions
have the service problem outlined in this engineering Bulletin.  Based on
the wording of this Technical Note #8, which was part of a engineering ser-
vice letter, were early production 1966 RPO M-35 Corvettes still produced
with the 1965 transmission control rod adjustment parts?  Did any of our
readers purchase a new 1966 Corvette with RPO M-35 and experience the
problems listed in this Bulletin?  Please do let us know!
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PART C 1968 CORVETTE INCORRECT CAMSHAFTS IN 
PRODUCTION AT FLINT ENGINE PLANT

This information on 1968 camshaft problems comes from an engineering
service letter between different departments of Chevrolet in January 1968.
It notes that factory mixups happen and what to look for when camshaft
problems occur.  These mixups over the years on Corvettes were not con-
fined to erroneous problems.  In 1967 for a short time there was a shortage
of small block hoods and ‘some’ small block Corvettes left the St. Louis
plant with big block hoods to keep production going on the line.  If any of
our readers know of other “mixups”, please let VETTE VUES know!!
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Say you saw it in
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Say you saw it in

PART D 1973-1974 CORVETTE ENGINE OVERHEATING PROBLEMS
AND NEW GASKET UNITS FOR MANIFOLD AND CYLINDER

HEADS - CHEVROLET DEALER SERVICE TECHNICAL
 BULLETIN - 74-T-6 - 12/5/73

By the time that this problem was noticed on a percentage basis, over 3,000
1974 “350” motor optioned Corvettes had left the St. Louis Corvette plant!
Without mentioning why, this Bulletin also notes a change over to new gas-
kets for the inlet manifold and the cylinder heads.  Did any of our readers
who bought a brand new 1974 Corvette small block run into this overheat-
ing problem?  Did your 1974 Corvette develop coolant leaks that required
new gaskets?  Please let us know!
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Say you saw it in
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Thinking about selling your Corvette?  
Why not place a free 
photo classified ad. 

Vette Vues Magazine, 
PO Box 741596

Orange City, Fl 32774
Photos will not be returned.
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Say you saw it in
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Say you saw it in

PART E 1981 CORVETTE BEZEL WIPER SWITCH NEW PART
NUMBER UPDATE - CHEVROLET DEALER SERVICE 
INFORMATION BULLETIN - 81-I-19 - JANUARY 1981

If you have a 1981 early production Corvette with a “Glowing Condition”
now you know the reason ‘why’ and ‘how’ to fix it!  On the other hand, you
may want your Corvette to continue “Glowing” rather than having to
remove your speedometer cluster and poke around the maze behind your
dash.

Clubs...Send in your FREE CLUB LISTING to help promote your event. 
Also, clubs receive a 10% discount on ads...

this could be a great way to sell your raffle car 
tickets or promote your club event!

386-775-8454
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Say you saw it in

Coming next month in FACTORY FACTS for our August 2005 edition:
1958 CORVETTE WINDSHIELD WIPER SERVICE INFORMATION
1967 CORVETTE “421” BATTERY TEST PROCEDURE
1968 CORVETTE WATER LEAKS
1968 CORVETTE RADIO NOISE SERVICE UPDATE
1981 CORVETTE NEW TRANSMISSION SCREEN SERVICE UPDATE
1982 CORVETTE TRANSMISSION SERVICE UPDATE

It’s hard to believe, but ‘2005’ is now half over!  We hope that you are
driving and enjoying your Vette(s) and attending all of the Corvette
shows and events in your area.  Vettes were meant to be driven, and even
if many of them are considered ‘artwork’...the real fun is being behind
the wheel and driving these beauties down the endless highways.  So grab
your best girl (or guy) and put those Corvettes on the road to adventure
and sheer enjoyment!!  I know that everyone at VETTE VUES certainly
plans to do so in our own Vettes as ‘05 continues.  We hope to see you
right here next month...!
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